TN
()HOSTEL






CONTENTS

A Preface

A Message

4 MC Notes

A My Journey Called
‘Tanmaya Sadhana’

A Christmas Celebrations

A My Contribution during
Christmas

A Carol Singing

A Christmas Message

A Spreading the Christmas
messa ge in Belgaum

A Our Manas

A Playing Football in
the Hostel

A Two Germans Girls

A Confirmed in the Spirit

4 How the Band has
helped Me

A Significance of Music
in Our Lives

A Don’t Hesitate to
Approach Your Mother

A Community days 2015

G.B.B. Hostel Magazine

-Br Anderson Fernandes S.J.
-Fr. Alban D’souza S.J.
-Marcelino Carvalho (7th)

-Fr. Matthew Bardeskar S.J.
-Princeson D'Costa (7th)

-Kristan Lobo (6th)
-Justin Mascarenhas (9th)

-Richard Fernandes (7th)

-Stanley Pinto (10th)
-Santhosh Fernandes (4th)

-Rosario Pereira (7th)
-John Dias (9th)
-Rohan D'Souza (10th)
-Melvin D'Souza (10th)

-Anil D'Souza (10th)

-Juan Lama
-Elwin Mascarenhas (10th)

w

10
11
12

14
15

15

16

17

18

19

20
25



A Looking forward to
the weekends
A Playing for the
School Team
A XTC Brothers
A XTC Brothers
4 Poster Making
A The Best Boy
A Helping the Hostel Boys
A Good night, dear boys
A My time in the hostel
A Thank You God
4 Showing Love
to Animals
A Never be Late
A The Crocodile and
the Monkey
A My Journey in this
Beautiful Place
A | Will Never Forget
My Hostel Life
A 12 Good Years...
Thank you!
4 Hostel Ministers
—=Our Body.
A First Holy Communion

4 Enjoyment at Sports

G.B.B. Hostel Magazine

-Austin Fernandes (6th)

-Stallion Fernandes (7th)
-Ronnie Dalment (8th)
-Kushal Carvalho (9th)
-Valentine Pereira (10th)
-John Dias (9th)

-Xavier Souz (8th)
-Helen Bruggmann
-Corina Kajor

-Xavier Souz (8th)

-Christian Lobo (6th)
-Prajwal Souz (6th)

-Kevin Montero (6th)

-Sebastian Mascarenhas (10th)

-Harsh Redekar (10th)

-Juze Lobo (10th)

-Kevin Pinto (7th)

-Ronald Fernandes (4th)
-Austin Pais (10th)

26

27
28
29
30
31,
32
33
34
35

36
37

38

39

41

42

43

43
44



G.B.B. Hostel Magazine

One of my all-time favourite
basketball player Kobe Bryant once
said, “The most important thing is
to try and inspire people so that
they can be great in whatever they
want to do”. My job as the prefect
at G.B.B this academic year has
been precisely this; inspire my boys
and help them to do wellinlife. This
year's batch has been a wonderful
and resourceful one. You are in
need of an artist, there is one; You
arein need of an electrician, there's
one. That way there is never
scarcity of talent and resource at

G.B.B.
In general, the boys are

generous with their time and
energy. There have been many mini
'projects’ that have been carried
out in the hostel this year and what
strikes me is that there are always
volunteers who come forward and
offer their help and time. This at
times makes me question my own
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Preface

commitment and generosity. |
hope that these generous boys
continue to inspire their peers and

fellow hostellers.
This magazine is a humble

attempt of our boys to present
some of their ideas, thoughts and
experiences before you. Do
appreciate their efforts when you
meet any of them. Savor the

writings with a child like attitude.
| am very grateful to our

Director; Fr Alban who has been a
pillar of strength at all times and to
whatever ideas come up. Thanks to
Fr Mathew who keeps in touch with
our benefactors, keeps them
updated about activities at the
hostel and who is cheerful and
spreads that cheer to us in the
hostel. Br Tony is ever willing to
help us whenever any official works
bring about their difficulties. The
three young college going brothers
Jovilton, Sean and Velenson help
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train our boys to improve their
English. My Jesuit brothers are
whom | lean on and who support
me whenever | am in need of their
assistance. | am very appreciative
of all the efforts that they put in

spite of their busy schedules.
The Manas look after the

logistics and make things flow so
smoothly at G.B.B. | am very
grateful for the service they render
to our youngsters. | thank the
tuition teachers Maria, Marjorie,
Milagrine and Zarina for bearing up
with the mischief that our boys
make while they take up their
studies. Some teachers in the
school too have been very
encouraging of our boys and push
them to achieve greater heights. |
thank those teachers who support
our boys when they are achievers
and also when they fall and make
mistakes. The brothers from XTC
are a great help on weekends when
the boys are there full day in the
hostel. Minding so many can be a
great task. The brothers make this
look so easy. The Germans, Corina,
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Helen and Tom have travelled
distant miles and spared their
valuable time 'Iooking after our
boys. Words cannot express the
gratitude that the hostel feels for
you. A 'Danke' for now should

suffice.
My most important pillar of

support, my greatest critique and
my punching bag this year has been
Juan. A creative and artistic genius
who challenges and drives me to do
more and who has taken up a lot of
beautifying works in the hostel. He
is the force which has driven our
boys to be creative. Without you
Juan, the magazine would not
attain fruition. Muchas Gracias

Juan.
Last but not the least this

magazine is a dedication to our
benefactors, those who support us
financially, spiritually and with
their time and energy. May you
continue to support our boys and
always remember that we pray and
remember you very often.

-Br Anderson Fernandes S.J.
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If there is one big change
over the years it is that the boys
have an increased sense of
responsibility for the running of the
boarding. Regents have
encouraged the boys to be in
charge of the various functioning
aspects of boardinglife.

Most commendable is the
manner that the big boys help look
after the smaller boys. Apart from
the practicality of this duty is also
the sense of responsibility that is
inculcated. When a 5th standard
boy fell ill with a toothache on a
Sunday evening two Xth standard
boys willingly and capably handled
thesituation.

A development | particular
appreciate is that the boys
participate more actively and
confidently in school events. There
are a considerable number of
boarders who are there torunup to
collect their share of the
certificates and prizes. And this
includes doing well in academics as
well. Fr. Matthew has encouraged
the boys to take leadership
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Message

positions in school including that of
gommander.

The regent even though
handicapped with a knee operation
did a marvelous job of training the
boys to be more serious about their
studies particularly. Even with the
financial constraints there is a new
look to some parts of the boarding
with the renovation work Br.
Anderson has undertaken. Juan the
Spanish volunteer was a big help.

The collegians too willingly
and ably stepped in when needed.

Br. Anderson with the help
of Fr. Savio Abreu at the request of
the provincial are undertaking a
survey of the outcomes of the
boarding ministry over the years,
Certainly the primary aim of
educating and formation of our
youth from the rural areas has been
accomplished. The results of the
survey should indicate how far and
to what extent the vision and
purpose of the subsidized boarding
has borne meaningful and
worthwhile fruit. The dreams of
pastoral minded Fr. Jerry Rodrigues
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and academician Fr. Agnel Pinto stand in testimony of the success of their
venture. The new study will indicate what else needs to be done and in
what manner.

Thanks to the efforts of the support staff and well wishers much is
being done and accomplished. The only way is to go ahead with better
ideas and course correction wherever needed.

Blessings
-Fr. Alban D’souza S.J.

MC notes

Most irritating moment....... When someone comes to wake us up;
Most important news in the morning ....... No mass;

Most important moment of the day......... To keep ourselves healthy;
Most dreadful moment ...... When we are late for something
Most lovely news in school ..... When teachers are absent
Most important news from the principal .... There is a holiday
Most relaxing area during the study time .... Outside the study hall
Good news from brother ...... that we have extra games
Most painful movement..... When our friend is not feeling well
Most interesting time ..... When brother asks us to read a paragraph
from the Kannada text book
Most happy time.... When storeroom in charge informs us that there is
something special for dinner
Most joyful day.... Second Sunday to meet our parents

-Marcelino Carvalho (7th)
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God blessed me with a
wonderful gift, a chance to attend
Tanmaya Sadhana at Lonavla.
When | started the program here, |
was aware what | wanted from this
course, “The more | open up myself
for guidance, the more benefit | will
receive at Sadhana”. This
challenged me to open up myself
fully.

During the orientation
days, | heard, Emotional maturity is
the ability to choose the most
appropriate among the many
choices available. | felt very happy
to hear this statement. | felt, | got
the secret to the success of my life. |
realized the inability to make the
most appropriate choice in a given
situation was what lackinginme.

| also learnt the attitude of
sense of wonder during the
sessions on 'drawing from the
depth' and in listening to what we
shared, made me to think that if
you want to have self awareness,
develop the sense of wonder
towards life and look at life with a
new perspective. The inputs,
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- My Journey Called ‘Tanmaya Sadhana’
; At Lonavla (Jan 07 to Feb 27, 2015)

insights and sharing during the
Affectivity and human
developmental stages classes were
challenging me to become aware of
all the childhood experiences |
went through, and made me to
feel, realize and experience that a
lot childhood and adolescent life is
still presentin me.

Whenever | had an
opportunity to offer Eucharist for
my companions and the
community at Sadhana made me
feel that Eucharistic is a very
powerful way of communicating to
God. One of the beautiful quality
and the asset helped me during this
course was openness to learn and
to be healed. | had an attitude of
giving myself fully to the course and
it was this attitude that was
forming me into a beautiful person.
| was able to discipline myself and
also change and be aware of my
behavior patterns.

After having becoming
aware of the areas | need to pay
attention to in my life, the
integration days helped me in
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becoming aware of my inner
resources and the positive energy
in me. Now | am able to experience
God's presence and peace in new
places, more than ever. | find the
environment here very conducive
for introspection. The actual
outcomes are: new life, new
perspectives, new directions and
greater depth. | believe in myself
and my strength and also respect
the goodnessin otherstoo.

Dear Readers what do you
gain by reading my experience?
Surely as you read my life you may
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witness a spark in your life too. Let
there be positive thoughts, happy
thoughts rule our lives. The
statement changes my life today is
“Iam not the slave of my Past” | am
a new person, | want to be a
blessing to others.

-Fr. Matthew Bardeskar S.J.

Correspondent to Benefactors
and well wishers of Gnanmata Bal
Bhavan
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We began preparing for
Christmas at the stroke of
December. We started with the
mass on the first day of the month.
We had to pick out a chit with a
name on it and this person would
become our Christmas friend for
the Christmas season. We had to
pray for him and his family
throughout the advent season and
had to give him a Christmas gift on
the day of our Christmas
celebration in the hostel. We also
made four groups among
ourselves. One prepared Christmas
carols, another-the crib, the third
the star and the last group was in
charge of the decoration.

i w"‘é& ' o
The two German girls,
Helen and Corina prepared a lovely
chart with some inspiring thoughts
and quotes for each day of the
month. Our Spanish friend Juan
prepared a lovely advent wreath
with the help of the primary boys.
Our Christmas celebration
in the hostel was on the 20th
December. We had a programme
for our benefactors and priests. We
exchanged gifts, danced around
the camp fire, sang carolsand had a
lovely celebration. After that we
went home for our Christmas
vacations to spend time with our
familiesand village folk.

-Princeson D'Costa (7th)
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After the first time we met to
prepare for Christmas, |
volunteered to join in the making of
the hostel crib. | was tempted to
join the sweets making committee
but I felt| could better contribute in
making the crib. We had a great
time making the crib with lots of
fun. Br Anderson and our friends
would give us ideas which we
added to our own. Our friends also
helped us when we needed their
help. I liked the spirit of service and
togetherness as we worked

towards the goal of preparing a '

nice crib for Jesus to be born. | was
also involved in the Christmas
programme dance and also sang

L .J [':.;I
L
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My contribution during Christmas

Vg

Christmas carols for the school
celebrations. Being part of the
band also allowed me to display my
talents and proclaim the birth of
our Lord to everyone.

-Kristan Lobo (6th)
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Oh! What a time it was.
What a joy it was to sing. It was a

time when we went out to sing and

bring the joy of Christmas to many -~
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people. For the first time, the &/

hostellers went to houses of our
parishioners to sing carols. | felt
really proud and played the
trombone as the others sang with
full gusto. The people we sang for
really felt the spirit of Christmas.
The people who we visited and
sang for were not just Christians
but non Christians too. |am so glad

that we were given this

opportunity to sing and share the

Christmasjoy.
“Like jam in bread and like

cementin bricks,
Christmas is more joyful when we

celebrate and mix”

-Justin Mascarenhas (9th)




Once God called his
angels and told them to find a
place on earth where people
would not be able to find him.
The angels went in search of
such aplace.

The first angel came to
God and said that he has found a
place on the top of a mountain
where no one could find Him.
God replied that man has
already climbed on top of all the
mountains to find out what is
there.

The second angel
suggested to hide in the depths
of the sea. God replied that
modern technology has made it
possible for man to see the
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Christmas Message

bottom of the sea.

The third angel told God
and hide in people's hearts
because no one will ever look
outthere. Sotrue!

So during Christmas we
should have a large heart that
thinks of others first. Christmas
is a time of love and we should
not only focus on external
preparations but internal
preparations too. We should
make room in our hearts for
Jesus to enter and stay. | hope
this message will make your
future Christmases more
meaningful.

-Richard Fernandes (7th)
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As the season of Advent set
in, the band members of St Paul's
wanted to go beyond our
boundaries and spread the
message of love and joy around
Belgaum. Our idea was to combine
the band and choir and perform for
the Christian schools around the
city.

After the necessary
permissions were sought, we
began our practices with lots of
enthusiasm and eagerness under
the guidance of Br Anderson and Sir
Bajantri. The practices lifted our
Christmas spirits. About a month
of rigorous practice passed and we
finally were performing. We
performed for St Mary's School,
Divine Providence School and St
Joseph's School. We improvised by
adding a wonderful dancing santa
(a hosteller) to our show, whom all
thekids loved.

We didn't limit spreading
the Christtmas message and love
only to schools. We visited old aged
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S'preading the Christmas
message in Belgaum

homes, orphanages, centres for
the terminally ill and such places.
The people, who are rarely visited
were overjoyed to see so many of
us performing exclusively for them.
Our German volunteers were
impressed by the intensity of our
performance and by our ability to
create a joyfulatmosphere.

Allin all we had a great and
spiritual time spreading the
Christmas message in Belgaum
which was to spread “Joy to the
world”.

-Stanley Pinto (10th)
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Qur Manas

We have four manas in our
hostel. They are Magdalene, Eliza,
Meenakshi and Helina. They are
very kind to us and help us.
Magdeline and Eliza mana cook
food for us while Meenakshi and
Helina manas wash our clothes,
iron them, sweep the hostel and
clean the washrooms. They are
very happy with us. Sometimes
they give us things to eat. The
manas serve us very well. We listen
tothem. They are good to us.

-Santhosh Fernandes (4th)
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From class one to four, | had
to play with my small friends in the
hostel. But after reaching class 5, |
had to play with the bigger boys of
the hostel. On the first day | played
with them, | was frightened seeing
the senior boys. Later on | got the
courage and tried to play like them.
| developed by football skills by
practicing hard and by going for
early morning practices. My
proudest moment was when | was
selected to play for my school
team. The lesson | learned from this
experience is Never..Never give up.

-Rosario Pereira (7th)
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In the last edition of the
magazine, we had written about
two German boys. In this edition |
will write about the two pretty
German girls who spent half a year
with us. It was the first time we had
girlvolunteers with usin the hostel.

Corina came to India to get
an experience of how people live in
India. She had many hobbies like
reading novels, swimming, she
loved playing football and other
games with the younger ones of the
hostel. Helen also likes playing
sports and if you carefully observe
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Two Germans Girls

her, she never stops smiling. She
always helped the small children
with their homework and projects.
They also taught us German songs
and trained the primary boys in a
couple of dances. They are very
good dancers and tried to pass on
this talent to the boys.

Both together were a part
of the G.B.B family and got involved
in the different activities of the
hostel. We organized a farewell
programme for them when they
were leaving.

-John Dias (9th)

S
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It was a historic day at G.B.B
hostel as the biggest group of 10th
standard boys was confirmed in the
Fatima Cathedral on the 1st of
February. We had to go for our
confirmation classes on Saturdays
and Sundays and we also had to
prepare for our first prelims. It was
a period of mixed feelings. | was
very excited but also anxious about
my exams.

We had arranged fora small
lunch and the preparation for it was
great fun. We learnt to take up
responsibilities, we did the
shopping along with the parents of
Melvin and Sebastian. But before
the shopping began we had to plan
out well. Planning was the most
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difficult part of our preparation but
with the help of our parents and Br
Anderson, we were able to have a
successful programme. Our
parents and us, had a broad smile
on our faces while we were
receiving the sacrament of
Confirmation. We were confirmed
and blessed by Bishop Peter
Machado and were given our
certificates of confirmation by our
Parish Priest, Fr Victor. I'd like to
thank all those people who took
the trouble of getting me prepared
for receiving this holy sacrament
and special thanks to the hostel for
making that day very memorable.

-Rohan D'Souza (10th)
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The Brass Band of St Paul's
School consists of 3/4th of its
students from the G.B.B Hostel.
The Band has been of great help to
me and to the school. It is one of
the most sought after thing at every
major event or function. We have
our band practices in the morning
before school. Sir Bajantri is our
school band master and helps us a

lotinimproving our skills.
There are many

instruments such as trumpets,

bugles, euphoniums, saxophones,

trombones, drums and so on. | play
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How the Band has helped Me

the euphonium in the band. We

play the band for various events
such as the Passing out parade,
Sports day, National festivals and
some school programmes.
Majority of the band members are
hostellers and ours is one of the
best bands in Belgaum today. We
also perform at different schools.
Thanks to the school for letting us

improve this talent.

-Melvin D'Souza (10th)
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Why do we like music? Why
do we need music in our life? Well |
joined the school brass band when |
was in the fifth standard. On the
first day of practice, Sir Bajantri
gave us an introduction and made
me understand the meaning of
music. After some days, | picked up
the euphonium. As | was learning,
sir told us various things about
maintenance of the instruments,
handling and so on. He told us that
we should handle our instruments
as a child in our arms. Later on |
picked up the trumpet, bugle and

thedrums.
It is medically proven that

music relaxes the mind. It is one of
the greatest tools through which
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we can express our feelings. Music

can also help one to concentrate
and improve their memory power. |
therefore thank God for this gift of

music he has given me.
I learnt music with love and

enjoyment. | also got to take charge
and conduct practices in the
absence of the band master. It was
a great experience for me. | advise
everyone to learn some music
which will help you in some way in
your life. | thank Sir Bajantri and Sir
Anthony for this lovely opportunity
| had in training and leading our
school band.

-Anil D'Souza (10th)




| can only start these words
by showing my gratitude to Fr.
Alban and Br. Anderson for having
made it possible for me to paint the
boards you can now see in the
hostel chapel.
The triptych, ‘Mary Mother of
Wisdom’ — Gnanmata depicts Our
Lady accompanied by the 69 boys
of our G.B.B family. It is true that
only ten of them “come in the
picture”, but these certainly
represent each and every one of
you. Seek not for portraits, it is not
about showing few of you, but
about representing how close she
is, the Mother of the Lord to ALL OF
us.

We do miss our relations
when we spend long periods away
fromthem, but by sticking together
we stand as a family helping and
encouraging one another in
everything we do.

The triptych represents
how you have grown up in this
house; from the time you were a
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Don’t Hesitate to
Approach Your Mother

K.G. kid till you finish your 10th
Standard. Long miles you have
travelled in this hostel and you
were never left alone. The Society
of Jesus has provided you the best
Fathers and Brothers to look after
your needs. A good number of
Manas and volunteers also serve
you in their capacities. But most of
all it is She, the Virgin Mary who
always comes with us, interceding
for us to Jesus by being our pillar of
support not just during our school
days but throughout our life.

As we look at the painting
let us thank the Lord for the gift of
the Church andfor the uncountable
graces showered uponus.

-Juan Lama















































































